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Reba Johnson — 101 



Marty 
Marty is wonderful to know. She is independent, tenderhearted, purpose 
knows God. Marty interviewed senior adults in our community who are at 
years old for the BrightSide. Marty relays their stories in a way that will 
see your way clear for yourself because you will learn bits of wisdom in 
that can make positive differences in your story. The reason is, they have put 
time — been there, done that. You do not have the experience they 
Learn from what Marty has discovered 

The July issue of BrightSide will have more of 

Cat, Me/e/

How long have you lived in Royston? S i n c e  

Where did you move from? P e n s a c o l a  FL (Perdido 

Where do you work? T h e  Gables Assisted 

What do you do at work? I  serve 

My favorite food is... 

I am so, 

If you were 
what would you do differently? I  would continue to run 



I love 

What advice would you give 
who wants to 

How do you make work 

My hobby 

Live Smart, 
Quick Quote for 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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PCNC Places 
Vanna Church W o r s h i p  at VC - 

3457 Old Elbert Rd. 
Pennington Chapel W o r s h i p  at PC — 
2712 Sandy Cross Rd. — 

David 

Preach

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Marriage will either be worst of 
the best of times. 
myself, my parents 
grandparents, it 

It would be impossible to 
work meaningful 
understanding who we are in 
have finally come to realize that 
already in God's kingdom 
my King; whether in the 
spiritually alive in 
understanding my true 
I ever did would be 

I currently do not have one. But if 
it would be taking care of 
gard



Reba Johnson 
As told to 

When you ask someone age 101 what their longevity secrets are, you do 
one secret to include a recipe from the kitchen, or at least I did not 

I was truly filled with the love of God as I sat with Reba on my first visit. Her 
life is contagious. What I felt that day would be impossible to express in 

blessed me to meet such a beautiful lady filled with the love 

Meeting 

Reba turned 101 on April 16, 2018. She was the 10th child born to 
Power and Lula Francis Crowe Power (ancestors of the original farming 

settled Franklin and Hart Counties). Currently Reba shares a home with 
Gene Hendrix, due to Reba's failing eyesight. The day I met Reba it was 
thunderstorm warnings and she was returning from church. That 

me that bad weather would not keep her 

When I asked Reba how far back she could remember she began to share 
the first time she was separated from her mother for a week, when she was 
Her mom left her in the care of her older sister Susie at their home in 

Her mother departed from the train depot located in the town of Cannon, 
Reba's sister, was having a baby and her mom went to help, traveling by train 

town near Atlanta. What made this memory so vivid for Reba was the horse 
made a turn too fast and nearly overturned when they picked up her mother 
train depot a week later. Not only was she thankful to see her mom again, 

thankful to 

Cotton 

Reba's next memory was keeping all her nieces and nephews while the 
picked cotton. Their pay was 25 cents for each 100 pounds of cotton they 
described how the dinner bell would sound when it was 11a.m. to alert her mom 
was time to leave the cotton field to cook the family dinner. The second bell 
the food was ready. Reba loved looking for all the wild berries in season to bring 

mom for 



If she wanted material for a new dress, it would take Reba a whole day 
cotton to make enough to buy the material. Hard work was a way of life for 
those days. Many farmers hired her brothers and sisters to help on their farms 
Reba remembers a man by the name of Stowe who hired them to work. 

up until he went to town at which time they took a break from cotton picking. 
Stowe's muscadines they found ripe on the vine--conveniently located at the end 

cotton 

Reba remembers how her older sisters would invite a boyfriend over to 
candy in their big fireplace and how great it was that there always seemed 

enough candy for the younger children the next day. Reba is still in awe of 
ability to provide the family food (she remembers never having to be 

father was a good provider and hunted wildlife to eat in addition to the 
and beef they had from farm animals. They would plant sugar cane 

making enough extra to trade for things 

Reba's memory of school was that she had a baked potato, meat, biscuit, 
fried pie to take for her lunch every day. She remembers one student would give 

banana sandwich if she had something in her lunch to trade. When she 
7th grade, her teacher was Mr. Whitlow. He liked to sit in class reading 
Sometimes he would leave the classroom and made Reba the "One in charge 

class" while he 

Reba's tragic memory was when her brother's wife died in childbirth and 
they named Louise Barley survived. Just when there was hope the baby would 

Louise caught pneumonia and died, breaking 

Double 

Reba's grandparents were entrepreneurs who built a "Gris Mill". They named 
"Double Bridges Mill" located on Middle River near the current site of 

"Cromer's Covered Bridge". Reba was baptized at age thirteen in the river at the 
that mill. The water wheel would grind up the corn so the farmers in 

would have flour and cornmeal for 

Her uncle, Will Crow, was a great mechanical mind and was helpful 
running the mill. He would be the one to call if the farmer wanted help 
from their wells or getting spring water to their homes. Having fresh water 

an issue with many farms; hauling water into the home in buckets. Even 



could not drink from the spring, its water was used in a big black pot over the 
wash clothes, and anything else in the home. The big black pot was also 

making soap and canning food for 

Married 

Reba recalled meeting her husband "Bud" at age 15 in church. They courted 
then married the day before Reba turned 16. Reba's marriage to Arthur 

lasted 57 years until his passing at age 79. Everyone knew him as "Bud". Reba 
had four children. Thy raised their children on the farm by working at their 
Factories built in Franklin and Hart Counties during WWII provided a way for 
to make better incomes, where beforehand, that opportunity just did not exist 

working 

Reba and Arthur 

Reba discussed with me how full her life had been married to "Bud". Reba 
did all the homemaking duties expected of a wife raising four children during 
she also worked outside the home in the sewing factory once all the children 

school. She sang with the church choir, she taught Sunday School every Sunday 
as being a hospital volunteer with "The Pink Ladies." She was responsible 

to meet a wide variety of needs both in the hospital and out in the 
food we call "Meals on 

Bud passed away when Reba was still a beautiful young lady of 73. She 
eye of Ralph Dickerson who was a retired postmaster from Atlanta. 
married at the Methodist Church in Vanna where they met and 



regularly. This was not a long marriage due to Ralph dying from cancer. They 
married for only 

Reba and Ralph Married at Vanna 

Mission Trips to Mexico in 

When Reba reached her 80th birthday, she volunteered to go with a group to 
school in a remote part of Mexico. Reba remembers how dusty and dry 
The group she traveled with stopped on the way and had her 80th birthday party 
old filling station they found on the side of a dusty road. Once they arrived she 
cook for the group of 30 volunteers, however, the Mexican women who were 

help would not let her do much work. Reba was able to interact with 
children. One little boy stole Reba's heart. He always wanted to give her 

Reba's last volunteer trip to serve in Mexico was when she was 81. 
volunteers would cook and eat the food they were used to, but the 

wanted to cook a farewell dinner. Reba remembers the hometown paper when 
home showing a man holding a long, fat rattlesnake killed on their trip. With 
was their menu from the farewell meal she had never seen before. She had 

rattlesnake and had not 

Reba's last marriage was to Thomas Johnson. It was difficult since they 
older and she was losing her eyesight. Thomas passed away, which left 

the third and 



One of Reba's favorite times lately has been to go to the "Gospel 
Gatlinburg, TN. She was able to sing a solo for approximately 6,000 people 

announcer asked for the oldest person there to stand up. Out of respect, he 
know her favorite song. She offered to sing it for him.. .all four verses of 

Jesus." Her family and the crowd just watched in awe of how fearless 

Rebafs Longevity 
At the beginning of Reba's story, she promised to give us her 

32 oz. of 
16 oz. red 

4 oz. apple 
3 Tablespoons 

Shake up in a jug. Store in a refrigerator.... drinking 2 or 4 
This is Reba's "Jogging in 

In addition/ Reba 
Gardening, long evening walks 
church activities, and helping those 

This gives us a true picture of how to grow older and more 
the grace of 

BETTY KAY SKELTON, MYRTICE WEBB, 
HART 

Reba with Two Very 


